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me a request from Crispi to come and receive a
communication.

I finally conquered his respect by showing him
that I was the sincere friend of Italy, and our rela-
tions hecame confidential as far as his very rigorous
sense of his official limitations permitted, but not a
line beyond. I have seen in his hands the copy of
the treaty of Triple Alliance, but I never drew from
him the faintest hint of its provisions except that it
was purely defensive and contained no stipulation
for any aggressive movement under any circum-
stances. I learned them from other sources, and,
with the changes of ministries and the diversities of
their policies, foreign as well as domestic, there is
no doubt that all the powers are fully informed of
the details of the treaty. But personal intimacy, in
the sense of that friendship which obtains amongst
equals, could never have existed between us. Crispi
is extremely reticent and reserved in his personal re-
lations and has very few intimate friends, and those,
so far as I know, entirely amongst the faithful few
who were his intimates in the days of insurrection
and conspiracy; but I know him as well as any one
out of that circle, and I know him to be an abso-
lutely honest and patriotic statesman, the first of
Italy since Cavour. It is my opinion, too, that he is
the ablest man not only in Italy but in Europe, since
the death of Bismarck. In 1893 he was urged to as-
sume the dictatorship, and the King in the general
panic was willing to accord it, but Crispi refused,
saying, " I am an old man with few years to live,and which could be madee and
